
Russian Federation's Beef Situation 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002(p) 2003(f) 
(1,000 tons; CWE) 
Beginning Stocks 203 180 75 0 0 0 0 0 
Production 2,570 2,326 2,090 1,900 1,840 1,760 1,730 1,670 
Imports 876 1,062 684 838 478 653 700 740 
Exports 5 7 4 4 9 8 5 5 
Consumption 3,464 3,486 2,845 2,734 2,309 2,405 2,425 2,405 
Ending Stocks 180 75 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Russia to Import More Beef to Maintain 
Consumption Levels in 2003 as Domestic Beef 
Production Continues Its Long Slide 
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Russia’s beef imports for 2003 are forecast at 740,000 tons, up 40,000 tons from the 2002 
estimate.  Imports largely consist of low-grade, frozen beef for further processing into sausage. 
However, imports of fresh/chilled beef rose to a record 15 percent of imports in 2001 to meet the 
needs of Russia’s expanding hotel and tourism industries. The cattle herd in Russia is forecast to 
continue its decline, with cattle inventories in 2003 only half the level a decade earlier. U.S. beef 
exports to Russia totaled $6.3 million in 2001. Russia is the world’s third largest beef importer. 



Russia 
BEEF IMPORTS 
(in metric tons) 

Fresh/Chilled 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Australia

EU 15

Hungary

Kazakhstan

New Zealand

Norway

Poland

Ukraine

United States

Others


0 383 912 603 256 57 214 
3,095 7,638 18,375 15,001 14,938 23,170 66,844 

NA 426 270 24 0 0 0 
NA 1,150 1,059 460 469 0 40 
NA 221 1 172 0 0 0 

5 0 104 164 304 21 0 
NA 3,016 7,520 835 113 358 95 

21,344 2,547 1,097 918 342 1 0 
713 558 1,142 1,358 136 61 430 

0 308 476 8 160 101 7 
Total 25,157 16,247 30,956 19,543 16,718 23,769 67,630 

U.S. market share NA 3% 4% 7% 1% 0% 0% 

Frozen 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Argentina 127 5,008 3,728 1,090 0 5,757 466 
Australia 3,589 2,862 12,073 21,843 701 2,175 6,623 
Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,013 
China 6,558 19,972 21,243 26,692 6,084 960 658 
Czech Republic NA 83 36 1 7 0 597 
EU 15 178,068 250,362 321,460 196,223 334,177 110,120 260,685 
Kazakhstan NA 16,754 32,116 11,503 8,520 103 1,463 
Lithuania NA 770 9,174 4,253 2,007 15,372 431 
Moldova NA 5,403 13,360 1,951 7,069 6,575 3,111 
Mongolia NA 2,793 8,646 6,624 16,283 15,249 10,765 
New Zealand 989 2,906 1,950 4,587 125 11 269 
Norway 0 35 354 664 2,681 20 238 
Paraguay NA 0 0 0 0 0 2,786 
Poland NA 997 2,746 28,749 2,212 431 7,597 
Ukraine 83,225 171,606 153,646 94,084 129,908 134,972 90,082 
United States 4,782 2,184 6,383 5,509 30,775 8,212 2,023 
Uruguay NA 0 0 1,190 219 1,246 
Others 330 688 3,617 933 978 142 606 
Total 277,668 482,423 590,532 405,896 541,746 301,345 390,413 

NA 0% 1% 1% 6% 3% 1%U.S. market share 

0 



Russia 
BEEF IMPORTS, Continued 

(in metric tons) 

Processed 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
China 46,516 22,670 19,317 4,114 1,549 752 1,000 
Czech Rep. NA 71 699 388 4 9 47 
EU 15 26,679 31,849 16,809 6,377 585 283 53 
Hungary NA 511 1,676 867 768 80 0 
Kazakhstan NA 2,710 683 59 96 0 20 
Kyrgyzstan NA 671 359 26 0 9 0 
Lithuania NA 651 576 1,001 5 51 6 
Moldova NA 4,094 9,666 4,158 816 1,081 91 
Poland NA 1,551 8,420 9,335 2,261 612 56 
Ukraine 13,647 21,528 31,906 14,685 9,447 4,957 297 
United States 694 1,160 284 276 115 106 141 
Others 270 1,096 665 800 51 19 2 
Total 87,806 88,562 91,060 42,086 15,697 7,959 1,713 

Total U.S. market share NA 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 8% 

Grand Total 390,631 587,232 712,548 467,525 574,161 333,073 459,756 

Data sources: UN Trade for 1995; export data of major suppliers for 1996-2001; and Russian Customs 
for remaining countries for 1996-2001. 


